This volume on Jurek Becker is a welcome addition to the TEXT + KRITIK authors' series, as it recognizes a significant contemporary author whose work is well known and has been the subject of considerable attention by literary critics in recent years. It offers a good combination of selections by the author, it depicts critical discussions of his work, and some of these contributions have been published previously. It also contains an interview with Becker and a selective bibliography. This mix is especially helpful in facilitating the reader's understanding of this author whose loss of part of his past in the Holocaust years has even impaired his knowledge of himself.
The selections by Becker are quite varied, presenting different facets of his work and concerns. The first, "Anstiftung zum Verrat," is a handwritten note, in which he describes the game of interrupting " [d] as Selbstverständliche" by playing the role of one's own enemy, a game which must continue as long as the role is productive (3). The suggestion, reflective of Becker's creative imagination, may even be a metaphor for his literary process. "Der Nachteil eines Vorteils," his familiar vignette about penguins, can be seen as an allegory on the outsider, a category into which he has often been cast as Holocaust survivor, as GDR author in West Germany, or simply as an author. "Die unsichtbare Stadt" is certainly the most moving and perhaps the most revealing of Becker's selections. Published in Das Ghetto in Lodz 1940 Lodz -1944 Lodz (1991 This slender volume, then, offers both breadth and depth; it will be equally useful to a student who seeks an introduction to Becker and to a specialist who is researching a particular aspect of his work. From a technical standpoint, it is very well done-I found no printing errors or other technical problems. TEXT + KRITIK has produced another excellent addition to the scholarly library. 
